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NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2026

Ah, we are past the shortest day and its getting lighter in the evenings, so let’'s hope there will be plenty of
opportunities for outside running soon. Time for the maintenance and for remembering what the
improvements were we were going to make.

Meanwhile there are the monthly meetings at St Albans where there are frequently to be seen scratch built or
modified stock to give us inspiration. Not to forget the bargains to be had on the members’ sales tables.

We had some splendid Open Days last year, | hope we can look forward to as good or better this. Always an
inspiration to us all. The more the better. If you would like to put one on please let John Hulse know.

So often, in the past few days | have heard people say:’ Yes, it's a new year, | hope it's better than last!’
| hope so too. So All the Best to you all for the New Year!

NOVEMBER MEETING

Photos by Peter Ainley
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THE GALLOPING GOOSE STORY. BY PHIL VOSE

| am a fan of American railways and during a holiday in Colorado | discovered the Galloping Goose. This
Loco was invented in the 1930s. The front was part car and on the rear, a tin body on a home-made chassis.

Silver mining in the area was declining very rapidly and the Grand Southern Railroad was going bankrupt as
mining and transporting ore was their biggest source of income. The railroad chief engineer had the bright
idea of a home-made machine that was cheap to run and would ensure the railroad's survival because they
could still carry on transporting mail and parcels. Their big steam locomotives at the time were just too costly
to run for this service.

A total of seven were built, with five surviving. The Durango and Silverton railroad runs one a few times of
the year during the tourist season and the museum at Golden, outside Durango, have one on a track to give
tourist rides.

| have a G scale model which | run on my Garden Railway. It was a hard model to trace because not many
models were made. Mine was an eBay purchase from a seller in Pennsylvania.
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A SHORT STORY ABOUT SIR BASIL BRUSH. BY PHIL VOSE

This is a slightly bonkers loco invented by a friend of mine in the G Scale Society. | have modified it slightly
and called it Sir Basil Brush.

It is powered by a rechargeable battery and has a speed controller which enables it to go backwards and
forwards and it has a separate motor on the front of the loco with a chain that drives a track cleaning brush.

In truth it is not very effective at cleaning the track but is fantastic to watch it whizzing round with the brush
rotating and all the flashing lights going.




DECEMBER MEETING

Photos by Keith Tanner
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NORTH WEST MUSEUM OF ROAD TRANSPORT

David Thrower tells me that the layout at the Museum has had a very successful year, with great numbers of
visitors and also being crowned best attraction.

The Museum is currently closed and re-opens 1st February on Sundays only.
If you want to get a view of the layout’s operations during July and August 2025, there is a presentation on

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=143rgOC dlU&list=PLn6kAa4rkrt6 FpO--wNMLksOujuOY GrA&index=2

AVISIT TO THE BLOWING SANDS BY TONY WARING

On the Sunday after Christmas Alan and Lesley Judd were kind enough to invite Andrew Jolley and myself
round to enjoy a running session on the Blowing Sands Railway. Though the weather was not as sunny as
forecast the afternoon was dry and warm enough, with winter clothing, to be pleasant. We were able to
watch a variety of stock running round, most of which behaved itself (with a little persuasion here and there.)
And we greatly enjoyed the eats!

| was very impressed with Alan’s rail cleaning device. (see the next article)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I43rgOC_dIU&list=PLn6kAa4rkrt6FpO--wNMLksOujuOY_GrA&index=2

Many thanks to you Alan and Lesley for a great afternoon’s running!



A RAIL CLEANING DEVICE, AS SEEN ON THE BLOWING SANDS RAILWAY.

Simple, cheap and effective, | thought this is so good more members should know about it. Apparently it is
no more than a decommissioned kitchen mop with the cleaning pad replaced by a piece of sandpaper. An
alternative to this might be a piece of emery cloth. The swivel head makes it easy to keep it on track.

Great for getting to those hard to get at places. | bet they say that on the ad too!

And as someone remarked: it's a lot cheaper than a track cleaning loco.

NWAG Diary 2026

17th January Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards
21st February Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards
21st March Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards
18th April Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards
16th May Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards
20th June Altrincham The regular monthly meeting. 10.00 onwards



